Like any other country with a multilingual environment, the representatives of ethnic minorities in Georgia still face problems of integration into society unless they have a good command of the state language. As is known, in order to command a language (whether it is a state, regional, foreign or a minority language), the policy employed must be based on certain principles in accordance with the state policy regarding the issue.
International Journal of Multilingual Education www.multilingualeducation.org education regarding minorities on the basis of empirical data from the participants of the pilot multilingual education programme. More specifically, the project aims at studying the range of problems the ethnic minorities face in
Georgian reality regarding multilingual education with a view to specifying these issues to be solved in order to encourage the process of their successful integration into Georgian society.
Despite the fact that the data of local and international studies mostly yield positive results about the effects of the mutlilingual education regarding the linguistic or cognitive development of a schoolchild (Baker, 2010) , it is obvious that multilingual education still faces challenges which need to be solved.
Clearly, like any other country with a multilingual environment, the representatives of ethnic minorities in
Georgia still face problems of integration into society unless they have a good command of the state language.
Based on the above, the research subjects of this article are to discuss (1) measures taken by the Georgian state to solve the issues regarding multilingual education and (2) outline challenges and future prospects in this respect. However, learning and teaching social sciences in the state language proved to be Interestingly, 94% of teachers of other subjects of the region indicated that they would not be able to teach multilingual programmes due to their lack of competence in Georgian.
1) Measures taken by the
In addition, it is also noteworthy that the teachers of the region under study also revealed that they are not involved in professional development programmes. Georgian. The problem is even more serious when such students select to major in English philology.
